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Tue GOSSIP Ne XXXII. 
eu MAThUM alterius fru ‘ra pediabis aCeT Van. 
TO THE GOSSIP. 
SIR, 

1 HAVE taken the liberty you have given to all, to lay 
before you the unhappy fituation into which my imprudent 
condvét has brought me, and the. circumftances attending 
my lofs of happinefs. It is not, however, with the hope 
of receiving from you, that balm of confolation, which 
thofe who are undefervedly unfortunate, merit ; nor do | 
expect to hear you fay, the world will forgive my milcon- 
dua@ ; but by laying open to the public, through the me- 
dium of your numbers, the errors of my paft behaviour and 
the confequence thereof, I hope, in fome degree, to be the 
means of turning many, whoare running into the fame dif- 
fipation, into the path of virtue,before they have arrived to 


that height of mifery fuch conduc has carried me. 
Ver ose ker ow Gir, thee I am thetan of a refs Dable 


gentleman in the vitinity of Bofon ; my father is neither 
righ nor poor, but lives well, and keeps good company. 
After receiving an education, fuitable to commence my 


apprenticefhip, I was placed in a refpectable ftore in town’ 


where, had I conducted mylfelf by the rules of honefty and 
uprightnefs, I might have now been efteemed as a worthy 


young man; and in afew years, no doubt, become a ref- 


pectable merchant. But ne—my mind, ungoverned by 


reafon, caught the contagion, fo prevalent in the town, | 


which has reduced it to a ftate, I fear almoft paft recov- 
ery.—Surrounded by young men of diflipated chara¢ters, 
and being often in their company, I foon imbibed their 
nanners and vices. ‘To fupport fuch conduct, a confide- 
rable fum was neceflary ; my father found me a fufficiency 
to fpend with prudence—but prudence was foon left be- 
hind, and prodigality tock her place. To find retources 
in times of neceflity, I found very difficult. I enjoyed many 
privileges inthe ftore, and often fent adventures to fea, 
which moft generally provéd fortunate. 
great ufe to me; but at laft | carried my profligacy fo 
high, that all my means were not fufficient to anfwer all 
my ends. ‘To keep up the character of a bigh blade, which 
I already fuftained, (and then ! thought it was the firft of 
all characters) I took to the laft refort of borrowing ; moft 
of my acquaintance lent me money very willingly, fuppof- 
ing from the appearance I made, that I was rich; but few 
knew my real circumftances, With thefe recruits, | now 
carried on a ftill greater degree of extravagance. Every 
Sunday, in the fummer feafon, I rode out of town, 
and generally took fome of my acquaintance with me. I 
often invited parties toe fuppers at my own expenfe, which 
often coft fifteen, twenty, or twenty-five dollars at atime. 
In the winter feafon, the Theatre was a refort to which I 
Couftantly attended every night, unlefs balls or fley rides, 
called »my attention other ways—Thus, Sir, my whole 
time was {pent in a continual round of diffipated pleafures. 
My attention to my mafter’s bufinefs declined, as that in- 
creafed ; and at lat I got fo as to negle&t many important 
hings that he had ftri@ly enjoined on me to perform. | 


had a natural ability to do bufinefs quick, which was a- 


reafon, | fuppofe, that his refentment did not break out 
booner, At laft it came, and 1 was ordered to quit the 
ore. You may judge of my fenfations at this time, but 
cannot exprefs them. Confcious of my guilt, I could not 

















Thefe were of | 





‘look my mafter in his face. I left the fore, and went to 


my father—to a father, whom I have injured by ruining 
the charaéter of myfelf—to a father, whofe greatett hope 
centred in an undutiful fon—too indulgent has he bee: to 
me, but I cannot blame him.—Thouzh | feel, as you tee, 
confcious of my errors, yet I have as yet endeavoured to 
keep up my character in my father’s neighbourhood, by 
faying that I left my mafter on my owa account, becaufe 
Idid not like him. I know, howeve’, thatthe cat muft 
jump out of the bag foon ; but 1 dread té let it out my felf. 
i muft now go to fea, to hide myfelf front the derifions of 
all who know me. 

As you have great influence on thofe who read your 
numbers, and as they are read by moft young men in town, 
I with you would give them a little advice on this fubject. 
So doing, you will much oblige Your moj? obd't ferv't. 
MOSES BACKSLIDER. 
Bofton, Fune 20, 1803. 


TO THE GOSSIP. 
DEAR SIR, ! 

I HAVE patiently waited for fome time, expeding you 
would take it into your head to give us a lecture ypon the 
following fubjec&t :—Many veople, and indeed the greater 
part, take more fatisfa@tion in prying into others’ bufinefs 
than minding the:rr own,meddling and making where they 
ought to have the leaft concern. This vice, (detrimental to 
fociety, to ambition, and the peace and happineb& of the 
community at large, tends in a very great degrecto damp 
the fpirits of the entcrprizing part of mankind,) prevails in 
a much greater degree in the country, than in large towns. 
It is not an uncommon thing, for the moft of people, if 
within their knowlede, any young man be in what fitu- 
ation in life he will, happens to foar beyond the bounds of 
the commonality of people, whofe ideas, for the moit part, 


_do notextend beyond what their grandmothershave taught 


them, immediately to begin their Inguificion, without the 
leaft provocation. , 

“ tiuppole Mr. , thinks he bas, or imtends' to do, 
fomething fmart ; he had better look out; if he don’t have 
an Irifh hoift, Pil tofe my guefs—he need not be fo very 
{mart 5! could tell of fomething that he would not like ; 
Mr. , can tell you all about it.” —Happening to fail 
into a company of young people the cther evening, the 
whole converfation, during a great part of the time, turn- 
ed upon a friend of mine, who was moft unmercifully 











} 


handled—my blood almoft boiled with refentment, but was 


filent, until I could ne longer hold my peace. ‘The per- 
fon alluded to, is a young man who has refided only a few 
years in the place ; an entire ftranger on his entrance, and 
without property—but by his own induitry and good for- 
tune, has not only acquired confiderable property, but many 
refpectable and fubftantial friends, and has rifen to a {tation 


in life, which few have rcached at his ageI requefted 


to know what my friend had done, deferving thus to be 


| cenfured—no one made any anfwer fot fome time, at length 


one of them obferved, that he had no opinion of a perfon 
who thought fo very much of himfelf, and fpent half his 
time in fumbling over old books, and {trolling about alone, 
like a ghoft, with his head down.—This, Sir, was all they 
had to fay in fupport of what they had faid fo much upon 
—let the candid reader judge of the caufe. Envy, thou 
canker of the mind, and tormentor of mankind, where is thy 
poifoning venom !—One thing is more fingular, that people 
of information fhould hearken for a moment to du/y bodies in 
other men’s matters, which tends to encourage fuch pro- 
ceedings.—Do give a lecture that will make us tcar you, 
and teach us our duty to ourfelves, our Maker, and our 
Neighbour. JUNIUS. 
PP PLL LL LL LD DP 
For the BosTON WeEkLY MaGaZzINeE. 


ON RESOLUTION. 


SOME people make no account of that which is truly a 
facred obligation, yet make a great {cruple in what is no- 
thing fo obligatory ; and donot thofe who are fo punctual 
in their reputation, concerning all moral accomphihments, 
and fo unconcerned in the opinion of their Chriftian per- 
formances, feém to practife the fame impertinence? ‘The 
ear of Refolution is {topped againft diffuafion, her eye aims 
only at honour, her hand takes the fwerd of valour, and 
her heart thinks of nothing but victory. She makes Wil- 
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. compliment beftowed on the unknown author, is not heard 
by him with iefs pleafure than if it were fpoken perfonaily 
to hinifelf, 
. : ss i os . . * ¢ 
Of the many who are indefatigable in the purfuit, few 








dom her guide, and Will her fervant ; Reafon her com- 
panion, and Honour her Miftrefs. She is the itoutnefs of 
the heart, the ftrength of the mind, a gift of God, and the 
glory of the world. Without this, we are but fkeins of 
ruffled filk, every thing that offers to even us, entangles us 
the more. Refolutions may often change for the better, and 
the laftever ftands firmeit,but vows well made fhould know 
no variance. Actions once refolved, like fixed ftars, fhouid 
hold one and the fame ftation of firmnefs, and not be fuh- 
ject to irregular and retrogade motions : for the vaciila- 
tion and irrefolution of a man whofe thoughts are whirled 
about the voluble {phere of feveral perfuafions, and never 
fixed in one centre of refolved conftancy, redounds to hie 
difhonour and prejudice. 
Refolution is the only mother of fecurity ; he cannot be 

good that is not refolute. A. Z. 

PO LOL” LL SA LAL AL 
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Tur ITINERANT——N° XIX. 


But all men want amufenient, and what crime 

Ln fuch a paradife to fool their time ?” 

None ;—but why proud of this ?—to fame they foar ; 

We grant they're idle, if they'll afk no more. 

Younes. 

EVERY human breaft is adtuated, in a greater or 
lefs degree, by the love of fame. Different claf- 
{es take different methods to obtain its gratification ; and 
it is amufing to cbferve how far this paffion will lead even 
men of commen fenfe into the ridiculous and abfurd— 
From ways and purfuits, which excite only the ri‘ibility 
and contempt of the world, we expect the meed of fame.— 
We even practife the fame arts, which, in others, we re- 
gard asemblems of weaknefs ; and fancy ourfelves admired 
for qualities, which, except in ourfelves, we univerfally ri- 
dicule and defpife. 

Seme, in the purfuit of fame, enlift under the banners of 
fathion. Their hopes reft on the cut of a garment, or the 
fituation ofa curl. Some are perfe@tly fatisfied with the 
importance conferred by a pair of /pefacles,and put up with 
the trifling inconveniences of running againft a houfe or a 
poft, which fometimes will happen, notwithftanding the 
greateit care and attention. Some find fufficient employ- 
ment in keeping their teeth white, and dire& their ftudies 
to the art of exhibiting them to the beft advantage. Others, 
who laugh at fops, {pectaclés, and white teeth, thmk no one 
famous until he can empty his fix bottles at a fitting, or, 
as the phrafe is, drink all his companions under the table. 
Thus every one adopts fome method, by which this uni- 
verfal paflion may be gratified. 

This hankering after fame is very confpicuous in the nu- 
merous fugitive pieces, which are contained in every peri- 
odical work. From the ethereal heights of Rebus and Acre/- 
tic, down tothe humble, homelefs Gofips and Itinerants of 
the age, all are engaged in the purfuit of praife. ‘lhe 
various pretexts of their being “ written for their own 
amulement,” or “ to pafs away a vacant hour,” with which 
they are fpecioufly introduced, are mere flourifhes, and 
mean nothing. All the amufement confifts in the anticipa- 
ted applaufe of their readers, or the expected compliments 
of their friends. Few indeed would be the fheets blotted 
by this clafs of writers, were they intended for the inf{pec- 
tion of none but themfelves, “The pain of thinking and the 
labour of compofition, would induce moft to lay down the 
pen, were they not ftimulated by the potent fpur of vanity. 
A\ vacant hour might be much more agreeably employed in 
reading or converfation, or perhaps in/leep ; for many of 
thefe vacant and deifure hours are doubtiefs ftolen from 
thofe which were defigned tor reft. 

That thefe lucubrations are anonymous, is no proof that 
ame is not their objet. Particular friends are feldom kept 
in ignorance with refpeé to their authors ; and perhaps a 


og &. 


obtain the prize. ‘The fop, the rake, and the {cribbler, 
prefs on with equal ardor, and are equally diftent from the 
object. ‘They appear for a moment, and then give place to 
others, “ born and forgot, ten thouiand in an hour.”— 
Like the little ants in conftructing their feeble pile, each 
in fucceihion preients his mite to the general flock ; the 
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crumbling fabric exifts for a moment, and is then borne } uation, the lady received her gallant with the accuftomary 


away by the rapid ftream of time. 

Lafting fame is the privilege of few. It is often confer- 
red by the caprice of accident, often beftowed on the un- 
deferving, and {till oftener denied to genius, to merit, and 
to rea] greatnefs. H. 

POL MD” LL Lh 
For the Boston Weexty MAGAZINE. 


ESSATS No II. 


Ob Harriness ! our beings end, and aim! Pore. 


THE inclinations and defires of man, are ali directed 
towards happinefs ; but concerning the nature of this uni- 
verfal magnet, which attraéts all beings endowed with the 
faculty of reafon, men effentially differ. Some fuppofe, 
that power confers all poffible felicity, others efteem the 
pleafures of rural life to be only worthy the attention of 
rational beings; fome place all their delights in the hurry 
and tumults of bufinefs, while others efteeni an entire feclu- 
fion from the world, as beft adapted to fecure what is fought 

after by fo many, but obtained by fo few. Afk any of the 
perions, who hold thefe different opinions, what happinefs 
is, they will anfwer according to the idea they have form- 
ed of it; but fuppofe a perfon who had informed yeu that 
happinefs confifted in power, fhould gain his wishes, fhould 
arrive at aftation, which conferred all the dignity, he had 
fo earneftly coveted, then afk him, if he had found the ob- 
ject of his fearch, he will confefs that he was miftaken, that 
happinefs is as far diftant as fhe ever was. If the man who 
has facrificed his health, and, perhaps, his integrity, at the 
fhrine of popularity, fhould reach the fummit of his defires, 
every new mark of popular favour would -increafe his anx- 
1cty, and render him totally unfit for the enjoyment of it ; 
not ignorant of the capricioufnefs and inconftancy of the 
vulgar, the idea of lofing their regard, would perpetually 
haunt his imagination, and embitter all his comforts; and 
the terror fuch an idea would occafion in his mind, would 
overbalance the pleafures refulting from a knowledge of 
their prefent efteem. Nearly the fame would be found of 
ail the refit ;—all our expectations would far exceed the re- 
ality, we fhould never through thefe channels gain our ob- 
ject. Inftead, therefore, of proceeding in this fpeculative 
purfuit, let us direct our attention to philanthropy; by this 
we fhall confer happinefs upon our fellow beings, and this 
we fhall find in the end, to be moft conducive to our own. 
To do good, is, undoubtedly, the nobleit prerogative of hu- 
man nature, it is what approximates us to the Deity ; and 
yet, how many men are there, who have this power, in its 
moit extenfive degree,and fhamefully abufe it! how many 
men are there, who, poffeffed of vaft wealth, expend it 


in the gratification of their appetites, while hundreds of | 


their fellow-men. are perifhing through the want of the 
neceflaries of life, and to whom a {mall part of that, which 
they are fo unneceffarily fquandering away, would be fuffi- 
cient to preferve them from death, and perhaps from f{ui- 
cide ! But when your compaffionate hand is employed in 
wiping the gufhing tears from the eyes of widows and or- 
phans, who, bereft of all relations, from whom they had.a 
natural right to receive relief, and, whom they might re- 
gard astheir juft protectorsaiwaysready and willing toaflitt 


themwhen indiftrefsful circ umftances, but for yourtimely aid, | 


‘ 7 . ey 
would have funk under the preflure of intolerable evils, 


which to them feemed unavoidable, be careful, left vanity | 


fhould tempt you to proclaim to the world the fervices you 
have done them ; endeavour to drive from the mind, the 
remembrance of their obligations to you, otherwile it cea- 
fes to be charity ; the perfons you have aflifted wiil lament 
that they had not remained in their former needy condi- 
tion, rather than have expofed themfelves to the bitter 
taunts of infulting pride. ‘Ihe fecret confcioufnefs of de- 
jerving bleflings poured on your head,from the hearts of the 
grateful poor, befeeching heaven to reward, with its choic- 
eft gifts, the delicacy of your cond.%, will afford much 
more folid fatisfation, than all the pompous parade of ap- 
plaufe, echoed from the mouth of thoufands. 

A perfon who has once experienced the unutterable blifs 
of -ommunicating comfort to a diilreffed fellow-creature, 
will never fearch farther ; he will confefs that at length 
he has difcovered the object of his enquiries—true HAP- 
PINESS, H. 
REMARKABLE. 
A SINGULAR ‘TALE. 

WE are about to indulge our readers with a very fingu- 
lar but a very true relation of an affair which happened 
fome years finee in one of the French provinces. 

A man of fatbion paid his addrefles to a young lady of 
beauty, rank, and diftinguifhed merit. 

As there was a parity in years, in fortune, and in fit- 
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| condefcenfion females feldum withhold fromthofe whom they 


are taught to pronounce upon an equality with themfelves. 

The parents of the young lady, however, from whatever 
motive, difapproved ofthe match. ‘The gentleman plead- 
ed—but in vain: and finding it impoflible to overcome 
the aged ob/tinacy of the parents, he refolved to folicit ‘his 
charmer’s confent to enter into the holy bands of matrimony 
without any further confultation with the parents, who 
feemed fo refolutely to perfift in a denial. 


Having fully explained himfeif on this head, the young 


lady, after recovering from a confufion which, ever on 
thefe occafions, is vifible amongft the virgin fair, confented 
to become his wife ; they were wedded, and the marriage 
kept a profound fecret. 

It happened after a few years had elapfed, that the huf- 
band was obliged to leave his lovely bride, being called in- 
to a foreign country in order to adjuft fome family affairs, 
which required his immediate prefence. The neceflity was 
no lefs urgent than difagreeable to both parties ; however, 
they permitted their good fenfe to operate, and after vow- 
ing mutual affection and fidelity, parted in certain expecta- 
tion of feeing each other, at a time when {uch an alteration 
fhould take place, as might afford them an opportunity of 
living in a manner every way becoming an happy and vir- 
tuous wedded pair. 

For fome time they correfponded ; but the hufband being 
obliged to crofs feveral tempeftuous feas, did not re- 
ceive fuch frequent anfwers to his epiftles as he had reafon 
to expest. This he attributed to the difference of climate, 
rendering a regular correfpondence altogether impractica- 
ble ; and as he imagined his letters had mifcarriced, he re- 
folved for the prefent to defift from writing ; not relifhing 
the idea of having his fentiments canvafled over by indiffer- 
ent ftrangers, or perhaps captious enemies. 

Another reafon which induced him to lay afide for the 
prefent all thoughts of continuing an epiftolary corre{pon- 
dence, was the profpect he had of fhortly returning to 
France, where the prefence of his amiable confort would 
infinitely exceed all ideal interviews, and make ample a- 
mends for every pang his heart had undergone. 

It is now time that we fhould return to the lady. 

As fhe poffeffed a confiderable fhare of youth and beauty, 
it was not te be fuppofed fhe could long remain without a 
train of admirers. Her parents, who never dreamt about 
their daughter’s previous marriage, became each day more 
anxious to fele@ a perfon whofe mental and perfonal endow- 
ments might, in their eRimation, render him worthy their 
favourite daughter’s hand and heart. 

Several years had now rolled on, without the lady’s hear- 
ing a fyllable of her real hufband. At laft the fatal news arviv- 
ed that he was now no more. 

The lady was inconfolable, but fhe found it pradent to 
ftifle her griefs, that fhe might obliterate the {malleft de- 
gree of fufpicion. 

When fhe had paid every tribute confiftent with reflec- 
tion to the memory of her departed friend, a gentleman was 
propofed by her parents for her approbation, and the good 
old people were fo prejudiced in favour of the perfon they 
had introduced, that they gavé their daughter to under- 
ftand their happinefs depended on her compliance. 

The young lady, who thought herlfelf entirely at liberty 
tocommitafecon trefpafsupon Hy men,afterfome little hefi- 
tationconfented. ‘Thenuptialswerecelebrated; the lady, if 
not happy, was placid,and ferenely content ; the parents were 
delighted ; the bridegroom was enraptured ; and all were 
jocund, all were {prightly. 

For four years this newly married couple lived in per- 
feé&t harmony: but at length an intermitting fever feized 
the lady ; the phyficians were baffled, and fhe, to all ap- 
pearance, paid the debt due to nature. She was buried 
with pomp, and every reverence fhewn to her memory the 
cuftom of the country would admit of. 


During her laft illnefs, her former hufband, whom we 
left abroad, had returned ; and, after making the neceffary 
inquiries, was informed of every circumitance we have re- 
lated above. 

As he was unwilling to furprife her whilfi fhe combated 
with ficknefs, he had employed a trufty perfon to make him 
acquainted with cach particular ofher cafe; and the inftant 
the news of her death reached his ears, a frantic wildnefs 
feized his foul, and he refolved to receive no manner of 
fuftenance, but to bury himfelf amongft the mould which 
lay lightly on her breaft, and thus pine out the fhort remain- 
ing period of his exiftence, 

Full of this refolution, he repaired, the night fhe was bu- 
ried,to her tomb, and, after digging up the earth, difcov- 
ered her coffin, fetched a deep figh, and was about to itretch 
his wearied limbs, when, to his conflernation, aftonifhment, 
and affright, he perceived figns of life. He tore open the 





coffin, and found it. evenas he fufpected. His wife wis 
almoft fuffocated : he f{natched her up in his arms, con- 
veyed’her to the houfe of a neighbouring friend, had her 
put into a warm bed, and ina few weeks fhe was perfectly 
reftored to life and health. | 

As fhe hada real affe&tion for her firft hufband, fhe 
made no fcruple of choofing him for her companion ; but 
as the affair foon made a prodigious noife throughout the 
country, the fecond hufband, who alfo doated on her to dif- 
traction, no fooner was informed of the particulars, than he 
attempted to force her to live with him; the prior claim- 
ant as refolutely perfifted in keeping her to himfelf. In 
fhort, a law-fuit was commenced: the moft learned advo- 
catesin France were employed: a redundancy of erudition 
was difplayed, and, after being litigated for a confiderable 
length of time,a folemn decifion was given in favour of the 
gentleman who had firft married her. 

The ftory has fo much the air of fable and romance, that 
to leave an impreffion of its truth on the minds of our 
readers, we fhall inform them, that the French lawyers 
have fele&ed all the famous trials, with the decifions which 
have been given in their courts fora feries of years, 

This work, which is contained in feveral folio volumes, 
is entitled, “ Les Caufe Celebres.”’ The above very extra- 
ordinary relation is recited therein, together with all the 
fubtile and ingenious arguments ufed by the oppofite ad- 
vocates for the different hufbands. So that there can be 
little doubt of the truth of a narrative fo extremely well 
authenticated. 


— 











AMUSING. 


THE TRIAL OF PLEASURE, 


BEFORE THE FUDGE PHILOSOPHY. 
THE trial was opened, and Pica/ure brought to the bar. 
Repentance appeared to profecute her. 
The judge Pbilofophy, with eye fevere, obferved her ; 
beneath him fat with folded arms fullen Melancholy; Re- 


—— 





fleéiion, with wrinkled forehead and clofe contra&ted brow, 


opened the indi&tment ; and Sguint-eyed Care with dark Dif- 
truft were appointed to examine the witnefles, 

The Senfes were firft called in, to give their teftimony 
againit her ; but it was objected by the prijoner’s counfel, 
Defire, Fancy and Hope, that they could not be wiineffes, 
fince they were fure cither to gain or lofe by the trial. 

The Senfes declared for themfelves, that they were not 
proper to tpeak to it, fince they were but fubordinate to 
the Wait, and ferwed only se mefitngers to convey thc 
ideas to the Mind ; that they were no more than paffen- 
gers in a fhip, while the WiLt ftood at the helm. 

The Witt was calied in, who fwore, that he was al- 
waysrvled by the Senfes ; and they had run him into num- 
berlefs inconveniences ;. and not contented with thar, they 
had cruelly chained him like a flave to a whimfical tyrant 
called Fafbion, who ufed him very barbaroufly ; on which 
an order was immediately iffued out to attach him, and to 
bring Fafbien before the court ; and in the mean time they 
proceeded with the trial of Plea/ure. 

The firft evidence that was called, was a young fellow 
with a pallid fickly countenance ; his {maall legs fcarcely 
could fupport him to crawl into court; he was often o- 
bliged to ftop for want of breath; and, in a thin, fqueak- 
ing voice, he depofed the following evidence. 

That to his knowledge the prifoner was the greateft jilt 
in nature, he had thrown away a very good eftate, and 
{poiled a ftrong conftitution in following her ; that fhe had 
continually given him hopes of enjoyment, but always des 
ceived him; that his firft acquaintance with her was at 
college, where fhe tempted him in the fhape of a beautiful 
pointer, to forfake his ftudies and follow her; he immedi- 
ately iet up his equipage to honour her; run after her, 
from horfe-race to horfe-race, followed her to the hazard- 
table, purfued her among women of the town, fearched ev- 
ery tavern for her, but ftill.he had miffed meeting her. 

At a tavern, indeed, he had fometimesa glimpfe of her, 
but then he began drinking fo young, that he was feldom 
therein a capacity to enjoy her; alwayseither dull or drunk ; 
when fober he was moft commenly fick ; and when fud- 
dled, always for fighting ; fo, upon the whole, he told the 
court({wearing by his Maker)fhe was an impudent jilt, andj 
had bilk’d him. 

The next witnefs was a lady, a fine delicate moulded fe- 
male, fhe flid gracefully into court, with her hoop held high 
before her, and immediately ran up to embrace the prifon- 
er, but was prevented by the prime ferjeant, Refedion, who 
afked her if fhe knew the criminal ? upon which, witha 
full ftare, and lips wide open, fhe burft into the prettictt 
laugh, fell from thence into the moft innocent confufion 
{weetly excufed herfelfin a very beeoming lifpe, and with 
a flow courtefy funk negligently down on the bench be 
tween the prifoner’s counfel, Fancy and Lope. © 





She was again interrovated about her knowledge of the 
prifoner 5 ihe told the court, the lady at the bar was her 
jutimate ; that they had been brought up from their child- 
hood together ; and truly, that the judge was a fright, and 
the reft ofthe bench a parcel of queer creatures, not to let 
fo fine alady fit down among them. 

‘Then turning to the prifoner, fhe invited her to a drum, 
and told her what charming company was to ve atit; as 
for inftance, Mifs Rout, Madam Racguct, Widow Hurri- 
sang, Lady dowager Drum, and the Dutchefs of Hitter Shil- 
ter, then fhe haftily got up, hummed an opera tune, and 
with a round-about iwecp, whifk’d away to her chair in an 
inftant. 

The next evidence was an oldman; though ftricken in 
years, his countenance had not yet loft all the marks of 
florid health : in his face, the boon of manhoad feemed to 
contend with the winter of age. 

He gave his evidence as follows. 

Behold moft grave judge, one of the unhappieft among 
mankind. I have all my life been fearching after plea- 
fure, fooled by that lady the prifoner, until at laft I am in- 
volved in an irredeemable feries of miferies. 

In my juvenile days, I had often read of the prifoner 
Pleafure, 1 was charmed with her charaéter, I longed to be 
acquainted with her, I thought of nothing but her, ! fell in 
love with her, and like other lovers turned poet to pleafe 
her. 

I courted the {ciences for her fake, but in poetry, I flat- 
tered myfelf I fhould fooneft find her ; therefore 1 imme- 
diately became fond of making verfes; but alas! where I 
expected pleafure, I met with pain ; 1 was blamed as an 
idler, condemned as aplagiary, or punifhed by the igno- 
rant and envious with derifion. I next applied myfelf to 
traffic, I crofled the feas for gain, I encreafed my fortune, 
but not my pleafure. 

Tempeits, robbers, breaches in trade, difappointments, 
damped all hopes of enjoying her; I thenrecolle@ed i had 
gained enough, J refolved to reft myfelf, and in eafe-was 
in hopes to find her. 


Again I was miftaken ; while at reft I was uneafy, i grew | 


difcontent with having nothing to do ;—! then refolved to 
exercife my mind, and | began to examine the laws of na- 
ture. 

I ftudied them, Tl enguired into primary ecaufes; but, 
alas! all I obtained, was 2n infatiable defire to know more 
than could be ‘nown, and a certain forrowful refle&ion, 
that all I did ko ow was infignificant. 

I then turned builder; ! planned a houfe, I laid out my 
garaens, I amufed myfelf among the artifts, and then 
thought I was arrived at true pleafure ; but it was ftill to 
feck ; the workmen’s delays difturbed me, they fell out a- 
mong themfelves, I was diftracted to decide their quarrels, 
—at length they finifhed the houfe, and then I invited my 
friends, I treated my neighbours, I fettled fortunes on my 
children, and ndw I once more thought of being happy. 
Still I am deceived; my friends I find are flatterers, my 
neighbours are envious of my riches, my children with for 
my death, to poffefs them, and after all my toils, am at laft, 
4 far from finding pleafure, as the firft day I fat out after 

Ler. 

The judge then afked the prifoner, what defence fhe 
could make ? She called her witneffes, Beauty and 
Love. 

On their appearance, immediately the whole court was 
fenlibly affected ; Melancholy reared his head, Reficfion 
{moothed his brow, Care looked pleafed, and Philofophy 
gave a figh ; when Prudence, who had all this time ftood 
concealed, ftepped forth, and ordered the officers of the 
court, Fear and Di/fruff, to feize the two witnefles Beauty 
and Love, for fhe had an indi&ment againft them for per- 
jury : therefore objected againft their teftimony, and infift- 
ed on Plea/ure’s making her defence without their help. 

Pleafure immediately began. 

*} Would mankind ufe me as I deferve, I fhould never be 
tried as a criminal, but rewarded as a friend. 

They call upon me to help them, yet, I no fooner come 
totheir affiftance, but they bind me captive to their tem- 
pers, and never are for giving me reft. 

The youth who appeared againft me I never was ac- 
quainted with ; had he ftuck to his ftudies he might have 
found me. He miftook another for me, whom he follow- 
ed; fhe isdreft like me, but her name is Folly ; it was to 
her, and not to me, that he owes all his misfortunes. 

As to the lady that fays I attended her from her infancy, 
it is falfe ; fhe had a waiting maid that attended her, and 
took my name, but her true title was Se//-Love. 

The laft and heavieft charge againft me, is the old man’s, 
but he isa hypocrite; I would have attended him alw: y; 
as his wife, but he would ufe me like a kept miftrefs, proud 


of fhewing the world he poffeffed me; I defpifed him for | 


? 
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| his oftentations ; I left him to be more feverely dealt with, 


and I— 

But why. (raifing her voice) fhould I plead among fuch 
cold, fuch fpiritlefs jadges? come to my refcue my friends, 
alfift my allies. | 

Immediately the Paffoas came turbulently into court, 
drove Melancholy away, gagged Repentance , Philofophy hid 
himfelf under the table ; they trampled upon Reflection, re- 
leafed Pleafure, and made Prudence prifoner, to be tried in 
her place. 

Beauty and Love were to fit as judges ; but her trial 
and what the mefienger found, who weit to look tor Faj/b- 
ion, mut be referred to another opportunity. 

ete ae 
THE LOUNGING HOUSE-WIFE. 

THE lounging houfe-wife rifes in thy norning in hatte ; 
for LAZY FOLKs areeverin a hurry. one has not time to 
put on her clothes properly, but fhe can do it at AN¥ TIME. 
She draws on her gown, but leaves it half pinned ; her 
handkerchief is thrown awry acrofs her neck, her fhoes 
down at the heels ; fhe buftles about with her hair over 
her eyes; fhe runs from room to room flip fhod, refolved 
To po uP THE work and drefs herfelf—but folks who are 
flipfhod about the feet, are ufually flipfhod all over the 
houte, and all day ; they begin every thing and finifh noth- 
ing. Inthe midf of the poor woman’s hurry, fomebody 
comes in: fhe is in a flutter, runs into the next room, pins 
up her gown and handkerchief, runs back with heels 
thumping the floor! Oh dear, you have catched us all in 
the juds! I intended to have cleaned up before any per- 
fon came in, but I had every thing to do this morning ; in 
the mcan time, fhe catches hold of the broom, and begins 
to {weep ; the duft rifles and ftifles every foul prefent.— 
‘This is ill manners indeed, to brufh the cuit into a neigh- 
pour’s face—but the woman is very forry it happened fo. 

Many a neighbour has thus been entertained with apo- 
logics and duft, at a friend’s houfe, and wherever this takes 
place, depend on it, the miftrefs puts off to ANY TIMz, that 


| is, to NO TIME, What ought to be done at tis PRESEN’ 
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USEFUL. 


DIRECTIONS FOR RESTORING PERSONS WHO 

ARE SUPPOSED to de DEAD, from DROWNING. 

“ yit. AS foon asthe body is taken out of the water, it 
niuft be conveyed, with care and tendernefs, to a houfe, or 
her place, where it can oe Jaki “cy and warm, avoid- 
ing the ufual, deftru@tive methods of : olling it on a barrel, 
or placing it acrofs a log on its belly. 

adly. ‘The clothes muft be immediately ftripped off, 
and the body wrapped~ up in blankets well warmed. It 
fhould be laid on its back, with the head a little raifed. If 
the wether be cold, it fhould be placed near a fire: but if 
the weather fhould be warm, it will be fufficient to place 
it between two blankets well heated; taking care to pre- 
vent the room from being crowded with any perfons who 
are not neceflarily employed about the body. 

3dly. As foon as it can poffibly be done, a bellows fhould 
be appliec to one noftril, while the other and the mouth are 
kept clofed,and the lower end of the prominent part of the 
windpipe,is preffed backward. The bellows is to be worked 
in this fituation, and when the breaft is fwelled by it, the bel- 
lows fhould ftop,andan afliftant fhould prefs the belly upwards 
to force the air out. The bellows fhould then be applied 
as before, and the belly fhould then be prefled upwards: 
and the procefs fhould be repeated from twenty to thirty 
times in a minute, fo as to imitate natural breathing as 
nearly as poflible. Some volatile {pirits heated, fhould be 
held under the valve of the bellows, while it works. Ifa 
bellows cannot be procured, fome perfon fhould blow into 
one of the noftrils, through a pipe or quill, while the oth- 
er noftril and mouth are clofed as before ; or if a pipe or 
quill be not at hand, he fhould blow into the mouth, while 
both noftrils are clofed: but whenever a bellows can b- 
procured, it fhould be preferred: as air forced in by this 
means, will be much more ferviceable than air, which has 
been already breathed. 

4thly. At the fame time, the whole body fhould be rub- 
bed with the hand, or with hot woolen cloths. ‘The rub- 
bing fhould be moderate ; but continued with induffry a 
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-long time, and particularly about the breaft. 


5thly, During this time, a large quantity of afhes, or falt, 
or fand, fhould be heated ; and, as foon as it is milk warm, 
the body fhould be placed in it. The blowing and rub- 
bing are then to be continued as before : aud when the 
afhes, and falt, or fand, are cooled, fome warmer muft be 
added, fo that the whole may be kept milk-warm. 

‘Thefe methods fhould be continued three or four hours : 
as, in feveral inftances, they have provedduccelsful, tho’ no 
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figns of life appeared until that time. “When the patient is 
able to fwailow, he fhould take fome wine, or rum and wa- 


, 


ter. Bleeding or purging ‘ought not to be ufed, without 
confulting a phyfician, mS fhould ‘be called in as foon as 
poflible.” ae 








LITERARY. 

Meffrs. Munroe and Francis, have iffued the 6th Num-~ 
ber of Shakefpeare’s Drama, containing the Winter’s Tale, 
and the tragedy of Macbeth. ‘The notes to the latter play 
are numerous and inftrnétive. The fubfcription will be 
open on the prefent terms, until the publication of the 8th 
Number. 

Mr. E. Lincoln ftill continues to publifh the “ Cheap 
Repofitory Tradts, entertaining, moral, and religious.” He 
has recently iffued the rath and rath numbers. 

PD LL LL A 
TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

An Anfwer to the Mathematical Queftion, inferted in 
our laft, and feveral other Communications, fhall receive 
due attention. 








HY MENEAL REGISTER. 





MARPIED]—At Amherft, (N. H.) Mr. I. H. Wheeler, 
of Charleitown, to Mifs Sarah Dodge. 

in this town, Capt. Francis Noble, to Mifs Eliza Adams 
—Mr. Elijah Clark, jun. to Mifs Cynthia Smith—Mr. 
Patrick O. Hancock, to Mifs Deborah Mafon, of Salem— 
Mr. Francis Wholf, to Mifs Lois Whitney. 


OBITUARY. 
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DIED]—At Wifcaffet, Mifs Mary Grant, Et. 79. At 
Portland, Mr. Ebenezer Shaw. 

In this town, Mifs Sarah Jones, Et. 32; Mr. Elijah 
Swift, JEt.45; Mrs. Jane Wilfon, wife of Mr. Barnabas 
Wilfon ; Mrs. Alice Smith, Et. 42, widow of the late 
Capt. Ebenezer Smith ; Mrs. Hannah Cole, widow of the 
late Capt. Jacob Cole ; Mrs. Elizabeth Lemon, /Et. 62 ; 
Mrs. Wilbut ; Mr. Center Bucklum, and 6 others. To 
tal 13, for the week ending laft evening. 








SECOND EDITION. 
FEW copies of the fecond edition of Mr. SULLI- 
VAN’s ORATION, delivered the 4th inft. for fale 
by Girpertr & Dean. July 16. 





REMARKABLE DISPACH. 

f Biase: 34 clafs of South-Hadley Canal Lottery, has com- 

pleted drawing. The Managers promifed to the 
public, that it fhould be finifhed within 40 days; but it 
has been done in only éwenty-feven /—This Lottery has 
ever been diitinguifhed for the regular and faithful per- 
formance of al) its contraéts; and which has met with 
great encoyragement by the friends to valuable and praife- 
worthy enterprize. There cannot, then, be a greater {lie 
mulus for the Merchant, Mechanic, Farmer, and indeed all 
claffes, to throw in their mite, for the {peedy completion of 
the Canal, befides the excellent profpe& of growing rich— 
e? The lift of prizes will be publithed on Tuefiay, by 
GILBERT t? DEAN—who have whole, half, and quarter’ 
Tickets in the rourT u clafs, for fale ; higheft prize 10,000 
dolls. Prizes taken in payment. July 16. 
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For the BosTON WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 


THe ATHEIST RECLAIMED. 


BENEATH a tree, fhelter’d from fummer’s heat, 
Wrapt in amaze, a haughty Atheift fat, 

On fummer’s herbage, now he turns his eyes, 
Now views the fea, and now the ethereal fkies, 
With foliage thick, the diftant hills abound, 

And animated beauty bloom’d around. 


Here a pure ftream a beauteous cafcade yields 
In murmuring accents trickling through the fields ; 
The weary traveller with heated blood, 
Drinks, is refrefh’d, and lifts his foul to God. 
Beatts, Birds, and Infects here their tribute pay, 
All join their praifes each a different way, 

To their Creator is their homage given, 

And the fweet incenfe reaches unto heav’n. 
Adolphus views it with a fullen mien, 

And thus remarks on the ftupendous fcene :"’ 

“* What folly and what difcord reigns around! 
“ Here a fmali fountain iffues from the ground, 
“ Which ftill increafes as by others fed, 

“Till it is loft in yonder wat’ry bed ; 

* Could I but order, 1 fhould fix this brook, 
“In the firm fiffures of the flinty rock.” 


In vain rich profpects open to his view, 

For calm delight, Adolphus never knew ; 

Diitant he fees the traveller again, 

And thus continues in his ufual ftrain : 

“How vain! how blind! oppos’d to commen fenfe, 

“To think that there’s a ruling Providence ; 

“ Yet that poor fool juft going from my view, 

** Drank of the ftream, then blefs’d he knows.not who; 

“ But fucha Being I will ne’er adore, 

“1 dread him not, and I defy his pow'r.” 

Now a black cloud extends along the weft, 

The wind arifes, and the frighted beaft 

‘To fhelter flies ; home to his lictle farm 

‘The ploughman runs to fhun th’ impending ftorm. 

Unmov'd Adolphus fat whilft others fled, 

And mock’d the thunder rattling o’er his head ; 

But foon the mighty fcene o’er him prevails, 

Curdles his blood, and his {tout heart appals. 

The vivid lightnings flafh along the fky, 

The feather’d tribes fends forth a piteous cry ; 

The clatt’ring hail with the fierce wind is driv’n, 

And loudly roars the artillery of heav’n. 

The Jargeft trees are from their Rations torn, 

And on the wings of raging boreas borne ! 

Ling’ring he flands ftill fearing to depart, 

Till the black cloud fends forth a forky dart, 

Which to the centre cleaves the knotty wood, 

Beneath whofe fheit’ring limbs Adolphus ftoed. 

Great heav’n! he feesthe earth now op’ning wide, 

And from each gulph, pours in the foaming tide ; 

The iterile rocks fore’d from the earth’s embrace, 

And rugged mountains totter to their bale ; 

Rocks after rocks, from their high fummits dafh, 

And join the tumult with a gen’ral crafh. . 

In vain he attempts his paiflons to control, 

A. dreadful horror feizes on his fou! ; 

Proftrate he falls; he groans, then cries aloud, 

* Ail nature fpeaks; there is! there is! a God!” 

EUGENE. 
PLL LAL LL 
For the Boston WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 
Meffrs. GirBert &F Dean, 

I DOUBT not you will admit the following faociful 
producticn in your agreeable Magazine, when I inform 
you, that its anchor is 2 young Lady refiding in the coun- 
try, whofe intercourfe with fociety has never extended but 
toa few viliages beyond her own; and whofe education, 
genius and tafe, have been improved, cultured and refined 
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| only by herfelf—-The votaries of the mufes certainly cam- 


not read it without lamenting that, 
Such a flower is born to blufh unfeen, 
And watfte its fweetnefs on the defert air. 
Hi. G. W. 
| SOLILOQUY. 

WHY do my fpirits droop and die? 
What dreams difturb my reft! 

Why flow thefe tears ? Why heaves the figh 
Inceffant from my breaft ? 


Why do I feek the mournful bower, 
To lift the owlets {cream ? 

Why fmile to fee the tempeft low’r, 
The light’nings awful gleam ? 

Why dol wander from my home 
’Crofs rude and barren hills ? 

Why haunt the caves, in forefts roam, 
And ’long the murm’ring rills ? 


Why do I flee domeftic love 
To tread the pathlefs wafte ? 

Why feek the folitary grove 
In fuch diforder’d hatte? 


Why do I linger on the fhore, 
Lafh’d by the founding furge ; 

Where torrents from the mountain pour, 
And tow’rds the fea converge ? 


Why trace the windings of the dale, 
And love the rudeft {cene ? 

Why do I hie me to the vale, 
Ana with not to be feen ? 


Why fo fantaftic my array, 
So varied my drefs ? 

Why ftill delighted to difplay 
The emblems of diftrefs ? 


Oh whence, my foul, this change fevere ? 
No one hath prov’d untrue ; 
No friend, relation, kind and. dear, 


Have bid their laft adieu! 


Once hope, the dear deiufive maid, 
Did all my profpects blefs ; 

But now fhe leaves me in the fhade, 
Nor does one tear reprefs ! 


And ftill the crowd gay plealure leads, 
Joy fparkles in each eye : 

But ah, poor me, the world recedes, 
And I juft live,—to figh. 


Can Love, that pure celeftial flame, 
Caufe nought but tears to fhower, 

Inftead of pleafure, doom to pain, 
The victim of its power ? 


Oh yes, ’tis love, as holy, pure, 

As that which warm’d a Rowe,* 
And yet ’tis doomed to endure 

In filence, all its woe. 


Ah, me, my feeble frame can bear 
‘Thefe cruel pangs no more : 
Afcend my foul, and through the air 
Sail for another fhore. ARDELLA. 


* Mrs. Rowe. 


THE NOVELIST. 
For the BostToN Weexty MAGAZINE. 


SINCERITY; a Nove. 
IN A SERIES OF ORIGINAL LETTERS. 
Lerrer VII—ANNE To ELINOR. 
London, fanuary, 177 6. 

YOU perceive by the letter I enclofedia my laft, that 
myyoung friend’s fituation was not entirely congenial to her 
fcelings, though fhe would not complain. She fays fhe is 
proud, it is true, fhe is fo, but it is that kind of proper 
pride, which .is the fafeguard of feimale virtue. heard 
from an acquaintance, who was at: Bath at the period the 
was there, that fhe was an object of adimiration, ill nature 
aadenvy. ‘This you wiil fay isa ftrange affertion, yet it 
was actually fo. The fimplicity aud frauknefs of her man- 
nev, the brilliancy of her underftanding, and high cultiva- 
tion of her talents, made her fociety courted by the men 
and rendered her an object of general diflike to the wom- 
en, for it is a humiliating circumftance to confefs, that beau- 
ty, wit and talents,are by no means penfions to fecure a 
friend in our own fex. Why is this ? Why do women ful- 
fer that degrading quality envy, to predominate in their 
bofoms ? Men nattirally efteem thofe who are molt wor- 
thy clicem ;to be brave,generous, learned,magnanimous, will 














gain a man thie refpe&t, the veneration of all ; his fociety- 
is courted, his friendfhip thought an honour, even though 
his perfon fhould be a perfe& model of the Apollo Belvedere. 
But no, I beg your pardon, I recolle& a celebrated wit and: 
fatiric modern poet, avers that, 


Superior virtue, or fuperior fenfe, 
Fo knaves, and fools, will always give offence. 

And here is no particular fex aimed at, it is then the 
wicked, the weak and the vain of both, who envy merits 
they ftrive not themfelves to acquire. But I am running 
from my fubjecét. Sarah fo far from being flattered by the 
attentions of the men, was, as fhe herfelf forcibly exprefles 
it, humbled ; the fituation of her mind, together with the ir- 
regular hours Mrs. Beaumont kept, rendered the medicinal 
virtues of the Bath waters of no effect. You may afk per- 
haps why did fhe not decline parties fo prejudicial to her 
health ? She did on her firft entering the family make an 
effort to that purpofe, but Mrs. Beaumont who thought 
fociety neceffary to amend the fpirits of her young com- 
panion, preffed fo earneitly, that there was no oppofing 
her defires without rudenefs, and let her have been up ev- 
er fo late at night, fhe always arofe in time to attend the 
young ladies at their leffons. In March they returned to 
London. But I was fhocked at the appearance of Sarah, ev- 
ery bad fymptom was evidently encreafed, and I was affur- 
ed by a Phyfician whom I had requefted to call as by ac- 


cident to fee her, that nothing but quiet and regular living 


would have any chance of reftoring her. Mrs. Beaumont 
was unwilling to part with her, faid fhe fhould not be 
plagued with the children, fhe would fend them to fchool. 
Sarah fmiled; The dear children, madam, faid fhe, are my 
comforts ; I could not have remained with you fo long, 
had not my heart been flrongly drawn towards thofe inters 
efting young ladies. I am honoured by your friendthip, 
venerate and refpect your virtues, am grateful for the many 
favours you have conferred on me, but neither my health, 
{pirits, nor fituation in life, render it proper for me to be 
continually mixing in fcenes to which your rank in life 
make you familiar, and of which you are an ornament. 
And this fine flattering fpeech, replicd Mrs. Beaument, is 
to gild over the pofitive rejection of my propofal, and let 


_me know as politely as poflible,you are determined to leave 


me; well, I muft fubmit, only believe me, fhould you ever 
want a friend, you will be fure to find one inme. When 
Sarah left this amiable woman, fhe prefented her with an 
elegant pocket book, which en opening, was feund to con- 
tain anote of fifty guineas, together with a moft affection- 
ate letter, recommending her to a widow lady, who refid- 
ed at Jfington, who would be glad to take her as a boarder, 
where fhe might enjoy pure air, quict, and the exercife of 
walking, whenever fhe felt inclined, in a large garden. I 
fhould have infifted on her going with me on fome tour of 
pleafure, but bufinefs of an important nature, obliged me 
to vifit Paris, and the fpeed with which I was obliged to 


travel,as well as the length of the journey, made it im- 


poflible fhe fhould accompany me thither. The evening 
pefore my departure, I pafled a few hours with her at her 
new habitation, and difcovered that the old lady with 
whom fhe had taken up her abode, was a diftant relation 
of the Darnley family. This was an unpleafant circum- 
ftance to Sarah, but fhe was every way elfe fo comfortably 
accommodated, and refleCting wherever fhe was, Mrs, 
Darnley would claim a right of vifiting her, fhe made no 
attempt to remove. Whilft I was fitting with her, we 
were greatly furprifed by the entrance of Frederic Lewis, 
who had returned unexpectedly from a cruife, and I left 
her in better fpirits, than I othetwife fhould, from the idea 
that fhe had in him a proper and affe&ionate protector, 
His fhip was coming up to Deptford, to undergo a thorough 
repair, he woud therefore be enabled to vifit her every two 
or-three days, and would, I was certain, in cafe of increal- 
ing ill health, fuffer her te want neither medical, nor oth- 
er afliftance, which he had the power of precuring for her. 
She had a profpeé fhould fhe be reftored to health of being 
Jaced in a family of rank, as governefs to the children, and 
to refide entirely with them, at'the family feat in Merion= 
ethfeire. | remained on the continent fix months, and add- 
edto the fatisfaction of having completed the bufmeds for 
which I took the journcy, I had the felicity of forming an 
acquaintance with you, dear madam, an acquaintance 
which time has ripened into a tender efteem, and has laid 
the foundation of a friendly intercourfe, which I flatter my- 
felf is equally pleafurable. to both. 

I reccived féveral letters from Sarah, during my refi- 
dence abroad ; the laft I received previous to my leaving 
Paris, fhocked me by announcing her marriage,to George 
Darnley. Ienclofe the letter,* as it will beit inform you, | 
of her motives, her profpedts, her feelings, and anxicties, — 
at this eventful period. Yours, with eficem, ANNE, 

* The reader is referred toletier If 





